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On the 17th Thursday as there is a favourable westerly wind we could
travel faster and covered 50 miles between dawn and dusk and reached a big
town Rajamahal. There are only Englishmen doing indigo business here.
There are boulders in the Ganges here and so the boats are to be negotiated
carefully. This place is full of groves and gardens. There is a mosque here
and it is old enough to attract the Muslim devotees. There is an old dilapidated
black granite mansion constructed in 1630 A. D.? by Shuja, brother of King
Aurangazeb as described by Bishop Hebar. All commodities are available here.
After we left Patna, no chowkidars approached our boats plying small
boats with a plea to search our boats. Perhaps they must have been warned
by the customs collector here not to bother us. The authorities know the
troubles, people are put to, by these tax collectors. When the topic came in
discussion at Banaras Mr. Brook said " Even in England we face the same
difficulty at the hands of tax collectors. We cannot but give them power,
and by giving powers people are put to troubles " and he felt very sad over
this matter.
There was a discussion between the Magistrate of Gaya an English-
man and Master Jackson as to why the salaries of employees right from the
peon to Sirasthadar are very low and why they accept bribes from the public.
They said cc Your countrymen are in the habit of paying handsful of bribe to
authorities here. Even if the salaries are raised and even if the officers do not
demand anything, forced out of habit people throw bribe money on the officers.
Then the losers will be the company Government and none else will be bene-
fited by doing so." Barkhandas, a peon in the thana draws a monthly salary
of four rupees. But the maintenance of his horse and other things come to ten
rupees per month. The District Magistrate Nazar is paid a salary of not less
than of Rs. 1000 per month. In this country, I thought, the best post for
natives In the Judicial line is that of Nazar.
Pharsi is the language employed in all the offices here. Though
Sanksrit is popular all over the country, the words mixed with Urdu words
are written in different ways. A script written and read by one person cannot
be read or understood by another. So day to day work is difficult through
correspondence. Pharsi script is acceptable to and understood by all. There
are a number of scripts of written characters. Mahajani script is the script used
by traders and merchants. Brahmani is the script used by Brahmins to write
their books. Modi is the script used by Maharashtras3 and Marwadi is the
script used by Marwadis and still there are some more scripts I feel. In
Magadha region there is a dialect known as Magadhi spoken by Gayavalis
among themselves.
Panchagoudas, Brahmins and the Gayavalis of this country perform
thread marriage to their male children at the age of eight but they never bother
there after to see that they regularly perform the three time ritual prayers
or not. Marriages are regularly performed for four days. But the betrothment
is arranged a few months ahead of the marriage. The three important phases